Subject Description Form

Subject Code APSS4001

Subject Title Environment Policy and Administration
Credit Value 3

Level 4

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Pre-requisite:
APSS451 Social Policy

Assessment Methods

100% Continuous Assessment Individual Assessment | Group Assessment
1. Presentation One: Basic 10% -
Concepts
2. Presentation Two: View on 20% -
policy
3. Reflective Journal 30% -
4. Final Presentation and Report - 40%

Objectives

To enable the students to:
e Understand the different perspectives in conceptualizing environmental issues;
o Discuss the links between local and global environmental issues;

e Compare developed and developing world’s experiences in handling
environmental issues and their relevancies to Hong Kong;

e Examine the environmental policy and administrative framework in Hong Kong.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a. Use some of the established theories and concepts of social policy and other
social sciences to analyze environmental issues and in particular policy problems
and issues, within both national and international contexts;

b. Undertake either on their own, or in collaboration with others, investigations of
environmental questions, issues and problems. This will involve skills in:
problem identification; collection, storage management and manipulation of data
and other information; the formation of coherent and reasoned arguments and
presentation of clear conclusion and recommendations;
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c. Develop interpersonal and teamwork skills that allows students to collaborate
with others in research and problem solving.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

1. Perspectives in understanding environmental issues and problems
Neo-conservatism and the new right

Social democrat

Environmentalism and the green movement

Eco-socialism and eco-feminism

2. Environmental problems and dilemmas in international, local and urban(global?)
contexts

Urbanization, waste and pollution

Population and environment

Energy conservation

Biodiversity

Risk, toxicology and human health

Biotechnology and genetic engineering

Transportation

Water pollution

Solid and hazardous waste

3. Sustainable development: meanings, principles, implications and measures

4.  Environmental policies in Hong Kong
Nature and characteristics

Policy processes

Local environmental movement
Future development

5. Environmental administration in Hong Kong

e Administrative structure
e Environmental management: institutional level
¢ Environment impact assessment: implementation in Hong Kong

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

Theoretical concepts and critical environmental issues will be covered in lectures.
Case analysis and discussion will help develop students’ critical thinking and problem
solving skills. The assessment will be based upon a variety of individual and group-
based activities, which may include presentation and problem-based learning
tasks/project.

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to be
methods/tasks weighting | assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
a b C
1. Presentation One: Basic 10% v v
Concepts
2. Presentation Two: 20% v v
View on policy
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3. Reflective Journal 30% v 4

4.Final Presentation and 40% 4 v v
Report
Total 100%

Presentations and report provide opportunity for the student to apply the theories
learnt in the lectures to analyze the real life issues and try to articulate the information
searched to support their stands.

Reflective journal is to facilitate the students to build up their stance on policy by
reviewing their own learning experience.

Student Study
Effort Required

Class contact:

= Lectures 27 Hrs.

. Seminars 12 Hrs.

Other student study effort:

. Reading and researching — self study 50 Hrs.
. Preparing assignments 40 Hrs.
Total student study effort 129 Hrs.
Medium of English supplemented with Chinese
Instruction
Medium of English
Assessment
Essential
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